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IM THE CI AIMS: 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of the claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system, comprising: 

a central control center maintaining a central database of users and a database 
of preactivation information; and 

a plurality of local switches inniuHinp <in* or more databases of nraactivat i Qn 
information and adapted to detect a power-on of a cellular telephone, a ctress said one or 
mnrp riatflhasfts of preactivation info rmation activate said cellular telephone at a local 
switch responsive tn informatio n rnntained in said preactivation databases, and forward 

activation information to said central database. 

2. (Original) A telecommunications system in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said central control center Is adapted to receive said preactivation information 
from a point of sale. 

3. (Original) A telecommunications system in accordance with claim 2, 
wherein said central control center is adapted to propagate said preactivation 
information to said plurality of local switches. 

4. (Original) A telecommunications system in accordance with claim 3, 
wherein said activation information comprises a valid password entry. 

5. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system i n accordance w i th 

datm-4, cnrnpriftinn- 

a antral control ranter maintaining a central database of users and a database 
nf preactivation information: and 

a plurality of lonal switches adapted to detent a power-on of a cellular telephone. 
activate said cellular telephone at a local swit ch and forward activation information to 
said central database; 
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u/hgrain sajd antral cn n trnl ranter ift adanted to rfirftiVP Wfi nrflactiv a t i on 
information frnm a pnint nf sale: 

whprpl n ^antral ra n +mt ronter i R adapted to prnnanatft said nrftrifitiy a t i Qn 

J nformatinn fo Raid plurality nf Inral switches' 

whftroin said artivatinn infnrm atinn cnmprises a valid nafiSWOrd entry; 

wherein said pr e act iva tion artivatinn information is propagated from an activating 
local switch to other switches. 

6. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system i n accordance with 

datm-4, comprising : 

a central cnntrnl renter maint aining a cantral datahasa nf users and a database 

nf praactivatinn infnrmatinn: and 

a plurality nf Innal switches ada pts tn detect a pnwer-nn nf a cellular telephone. 
activate said nalhilar telephnna at a Inral RW itr.h and forward activation infnrmatinn to. 
said central database: 

wherein said central cnntrnl ce nter is adapted tn receive said nreactivation 
infnrmatinn fmm a point of sale: 

wherein said central mntrnl ranter is adapted tn propagate said Preactivation 
i nformatio n tn said plurality nf local switches; 

wherein said activatinn Infnrmatinn cnmprises a valid password entry. 

wherein said pr e act i vation a ctivation information is transmitted from an activating 
local switch to said central control center and propagated from said central control 
center to other switches. 

7. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications method, comprising: 
providing a central control center maintaining a central database of users and a 

database of preactivation information; and 

providing a plurality of local switches Including one or more databases of preactivation 
infnrmatinn and adapted to detect a power-on of a cellular telephone, access said one or 

more data hasAS nf praartivatinn infnrmatinn, activate Said Cellular telephone at a local 
Switch recpnngiva tn infnrmatinn cnntained in Raid praartivatinn databases, and forward 

activation information to said central database. 
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8. (Original) A method in accordance with claim 7, wherein said central 
control center is adapted to receive said preactivation information from a point of sale. 

9. (Original) A method in accordance with claim 8, wherein said central 
control center is adapted to propagate said preactivation information to said plurality of 
local switches. 

1 0. (Original) A method in accordance with claim 8, wherein said activation 
information comprises a valid password entry. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method m-ac cordance with c l a i m - i e, comprising: 

p rodding a centp* 1 antral center m aintaining a central database Of users and a 
database of preactivation inf ormation; and 

providing a plurality, of local switches adapted to detect a nnwer-on of a cel l ular 
telephone ac t ivate said oeih iiar telephone at a local switch and forward activation 
information to said central riatahase: 

whpmin aaid central control ce nter is adapted to receive said nmartivatinn 
informatio n from a point of sale; 

wherein Raid act uation information comprises a valid password entrv: 

wherein said pr e activation activation information is propagated from an activating 
local switch to other switches. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method i n a cco r danc e with c l a i m 10 , com pr i sing : 
providing a cent ral control center maintaining a central database of users and a 

database of preactivation information: and 

prnvidinq a plurality of local switches ad apted to detect a pnwar-nn of a cellular 
telephone , activate said cellular telep hone at a local switch and forward activation 
information to said central database; 

wherein said c entral co ntrol center la adapted to receive said preactivation 
information from a point of sale- 

wherein said activation information comprises a valid nassword entrv: 
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wherein said pfeactivatton actuation information is transmitted from an activating 
local switch to said central control center and propagated from said central control 
center to other switches. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications switch in a 
telecommunications network, comprising: 

a controller; 

a database operably coupled to said controller, said database storing 
preservation information; and 

a password collection unit operably coupled to said controller adapted to receive 
a password of a detected cellular telephone; 

wherein said preactivation information is propagated to said telecommunications 
switch from a point of sale of said cellular telephone and, responsive to a verification of 
said password, an activation of said cellular telephone by said controller at said 
telecommunications switch occurs, said database is updated with activation information 
and said activation information is forwarded to a central mnlml center and other 
telecommunication switches in the network. 

14. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications switch in accordance with 
claim 13, wherein said preactivation information is propagated to said 
telecommunications switch from [[a]] said central control center. 

15. (Original) A telecommunications switch in accordance with claim 14, 
wherein said activation information is propagated to said central control center 
responsive to said verification. 

16. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications switch in accordance with 
claim 14, wherein said activation information is transmitted to said central control center 
responsive to said verification and said central control center propagates [[aid]] said 
activation information to otfier telecommunications switches in said network. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications method, comprising: 
associating a password with a cellular telephone; 

providing said password and preactivation information from n d i stribution center 
nr pnint of sale to a central control center; 

propagating said password and preactivation information from said central 
mntrnl center to one or more local switches; 

detecting a power on of said cellular telephone at one of said local switches; 

verifying said password at said one of said local switches; 

activating said cellular telephone at said local switch responsive to said verifying; 

and 

providing activation information responsive to said activating from said local 
switch to said central control center and other local switches. 

18. (Original) A telecommunications method in accordance with claim 17, 
wherein said associating a password comprises associating said password at a point of 
sale of said cellular telephone. 

19. (Original) A telecommunications method in accordance with claim 17, 
wherein said providing activation information comprises transmitting said activation 
information from said local switch to said central control center. 

20. (Original) A telecommunications method in accordance with claim 17, 
wherein said providing activation information comprises propagating said activation 
information from said local switch to said other switches. 

21 . (New) A telecommunications system, comprising: 

a central control center maintaining a central database of users and a database 
of preactivation information; and 

a plurality of local switches adapted to detect a power-on of a cellular telephone, 
activate said cellular telephone at a local switch and forward activation information to 
said central database; 
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wherein said central control center is adapted to receive said preactivation 
information from a distribution center; 

wherein said activation information comprises a valid password entry; 

wherein said activation information is propagated from an activating local switch 
to other switches. 

22. (New) A telecommunications system, comprising: 

a central control center maintaining a central database of users and a database 
of preactivation information; and 

a plurality of local switches adapted to detect a power-on of a cellular telephone, 
activate said cellular telephone at a local switch and forward activation information to 
said central database; 

wherein said central control center is adapted to receive said preactivation 
information from a distribution center; 

wherein said central control center is adapted to propagate said preactivation 
information to said plurality of local switches; 

wherein said activation information comprises a valid password entry; 

wherein said activation information is transmitted from an activating local switch 
to said central control center and propagated from said central control center to other 
switches. 

23. (New) A method comprising: 

providing a central control center maintaining a central database of users and a 
database of preactivation information; and 

providing a plurality of local switches adapted to detect a power-on of a cellular 
telephone, activate said cellular telephone at a local switch and forward activation 
information to said central database; 

wherein said central control center is adapted to receive said preactivation 
information from a distribution point; 

wherein said activation information comprises a valid password entry; 

wherein said activation information is propagated from an activating local switch 
to other switches. 
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24. (New) A method, comprising: 

providing a central control center maintaining a central database of users and a 
database of preactivation information; and 

providing a plurality of local switches adapted to detect a power-on of a cellular 
telephone, activate said cellular telephone at a local switch and forward activation 
information to said central database; 

wherein said central control center is adapted to receive said preactivation 
information from a distribution point; 

wherein said activation information comprises a valid password entry; 

wherein said activation information is transmitted from an activating local switch 
to said central control center and propagated from said central control center to other 
switches. 
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